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[image: image2.png]To& THE LIFE OF
FLORENCE MILLS “ver e ossrin "



[image: image3.jpg]


Ms. Gersten – Junior English
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1915-1946
The Moderns: Study Guide
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Right side: Read p. 524-536 of literature book and complete the Cornell notes in RN
[image: image8.png]



1. [image: image9.jpg]


America change as a result of WWI
2. Modernist movement
3. The American Dream (3 ideas)
4. American Dream +  F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby
5. 1930’s both “the best of times [and] the worst of times”
6. Marxism and psychoanalysis challenges traditional American mindset
7. “Stream of consciousness”
8. Prohibition + Trends
9. Expatriate
10. Europe very attractive to many American writers and artists (why?)
11. Major theme in fiction during time period
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Hallmarks of Ernest Hemingway’s writing 
13. Modernist painters influence American poets 
14. Techniques poets employ in their poetry
15. Other American poets like Edgar Lee Masters and Edwin Arlington Robinson 

differ from those poets influenced by modernist trends
16. Two ways did African American poets find expression in poetry
17. Harlem Renaissance.

Left side: Research one--Marxism, Prohibition, or Harlem Renaissance—and print off an article (at least one page long) on the topic. Close read the article and tape it in your response notebook.
James Thurber IAN
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Right side (top): Read James Thurber’s biography on pg. 623. Write down key points (male characters, feminist movement, roles in relationships, etc.).
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” (pg. 625-628)
Right side (bottom): Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Be sure to restate 
the question in your answer.
1. What are three things that Walter Mitty dreams about? 
2. What is an example on onomatopoeia from the story?
3. What were the two things that Walter Mitty was supposed to do while in town? 
4. What was his wife doing while Walter was running errands?
5. Show an example of what Walter is like in “real” life.
6. What is Walter’s relationship with his wife? Use an example to explain.
7. What does Walter use to repair the “anesthetizer” machine?
8. In all of his fantasies, how would you describe how Walter “sees” or imagines himself?
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How does the story end? 
10. What is ironic about this story? Give an example to explain.
Left side: Imagine that you are in the waiting room of a dentist’s office 

about to have your teeth cleaned. Use stream of consciousness writing to 
compose a short story (at least ¾ of a page) about your experience.
[image: image13.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]



[image: image15.jpg]


Robert Frost IAN
Right side: Answer the following questions in complete 

sentences. Be sure to restate the question in your answer.

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (on the following page)
1. Why does the speaker stop along his way?

2. Why does he eventually leave?
3. What does the speaker mean by his final lines “And miles to go before I sleep” Specially, what does he mean by “sleep”?

“The Road Not Taken” (on the following page)
4. “This has got to be among the best-known, most-often-misunderstood poems on the planet. Several generations of careless readers have turned it into a piece of Hallmark happy-graduation-son, seize-the-future puffery.” Please explain the poem in your own words.
5. How are the two roads the same? 
6. “I shall be telling this with a sigh / Somewhere ages and ages hence.” Why a sigh? 

“A Neighbor of Mine” by Dorothy Canfield Fisher (class handout) *Use CEC format to answer #7-8
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What is the great irony of the incident that Canfield shares in her story?
8. What impression do you form of the personality and character of Robert 
Frost? (Cite specific examples from Canfield’s piece to support your conclusions.)
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Robert Frost Poetry
(1874-1963):
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“Stopping by Woods”
Whose woods there are I think I know.

His house is in the village, though;

He will not see me stopping here
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To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
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To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
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To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound’s the sweep
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Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
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7§ suggest three things - read
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But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep.
“The Road Not Taken”
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could.

To where it bent in the undergrowth,

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear,

Though as for that, the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way

I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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Upton Sinclair and The Jungle IAN
Right side: Complete the following Cornell notes in your IAN using the                                          PowerPoint on The Jungle.
1. Sinclair’s journalistic endeavor
2. Muckraking
3. Purpose of The Jungle (social significance v. literary significance)
4. Socialism 

5. Capitalism

6. What did Sinclair want to                            display with The Jungle? What                                                was his goal?

7. Aimed for America’s heart, but hit it in the stomach
8. Federal legislation provoked by the Jungle
9.  Sinclair’s Naturalist style
The Jungle -- Chapter 9 Reading --
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Right side: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Remember to restate the question in your answer.
1. What knowledge and abilities does Jurgis gain from his union experience? 
2. List two of the things that Mike Scully, the local “Democratic boss” controls. 

3. What is “Bubbly Creek”? 

4. What do the packers do with the tubercular beef? 
5. List three physical ailments that the workers experience as a result of the                                       jobs in the packing plant. 
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What was Upton Sinclair’s purpose for writing The Jungle?  (Discuss   what political theory was he criticizing and what theory was he supporting with the novel.) 

Left side: Research modern instances of food handling misconduct. Complete a write-up (¾ of a page) on your findings and a works cited entry for each source.

MODERN POETRY AND NOTES
Right Side:  Read the following poems. Take notes on rhyme scheme, theme, content, mood, etc. Must have at least 4 bullet points per poem.


· Robert Frost – “Nothing Gold Can Stay” (pg. 562)
· Edwin Arlington Robinson – “Richard Cory” (pg. 645)
· Edwin Arlington Robinson – “Miniver Cheevy” (pg. 646-47)
· William Carlos Williams – “The Red Wheelbarrow” (pg. 779) 
· William Carlos Williams – “The Great Figure” (pg. 780)
· Carl Sandburg – “Chicago” (pg. 793-94) 
· Edgar Lee Masters – “Richard Bone” (pg. 693)

Left side: Draw a Venn diagram comparing 2 of the 7 listed poems. Compare their themes, tone, language, content, etc. Then, write one paragraph explaining which of these poems was your favorite and why. 
Katherine Anne Porter IAN
Right side (top): Read Katherine Anne Porter’s biography on pg. 702. Write down key points (struggles in early years, jobs, style and talents, first book, themes, awards, etc.).
“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (pg. 704-711)

Right side (bottom): Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

Be sure to restate the question in your answer.

1. What point of view is the story told from?

2. How old is Granny Weatherall?

3. What is happening to Granny Weatherall?

4. Who are George and John? 
5. Describe Granny Weatherall’s marriage to John.

6. What are the names of Granny’s children?

7. Who was Granny’s favorite child?  Where is that child now?

8. What was the “jilting” that Granny received?

9. What is stream-of-consciousness?

10. How does this story use stream-of-consciousness?
Left side: Research the effects of Alzheimer’s disease/dementia and write ¾ of a page on your findings. Include a works cited entry for where you found your information. 

William Faulkner IAN 
Right side (top): Read William Faulkner’s biography on pg. 713. Write down key points (southern families, American South: themes, passions, destruction, etc.) 

“A Rose for Emily” (pg. 716-722):
Right side (bottom): Answer the following questions in complete sentences on the right side of your response notebook. Be sure to restate the question in your answer.


1. Who is Colonel Sartoris and how does he help Miss Emily?

2. What do people think is causing Miss Emily’s house to smell?

3. What was Miss Emily’s relationship with her father?

4. How does Miss Emily behave when she learns of her father’s death?

5. Why does the minister’s wife send for Miss Emily’s relations?

6. What is Miss Emily’s financial situation?

7. Compare the “Old South” to the “New South”. 

8. Who is Homer Barron?

9. When is the last time Homer Barron is seen?

10. What is the significance of the long gray hair on the pillow?
Left side: Research the effects of arsenic. Write ¾ of a page on your findings. Include a works cited entry for each source used. 


Right side: Read p. 734-735 and take Cornell notes on the RIGHT side of your IAN. Should take notes on at least 15 items. 
Left side: Research an important name from the Harlem Renaissance (ex: Marcus Garvey, Bessie Smith, Louis Armstrong). Then, close read and tape the article in your RN, OR write a one-paragraph (6-8 sentences) summary of your findings. 

The Harlem Renaissance and Beyond
Viewing Guide
Right side: Answer the following questions on the RIGHT side of your IAN using complete sentences.
1. Summarize Hughes’s opening statement. Why are his words significant? 

We younger Negro artists who create now intend to express our individual dark-skinned selves without fear or shame. If white people are pleased we are glad. If they are not, it doesn't matter. We know we are beautiful. And ugly too . . . If colored people are pleased we are glad. If they are not, their displeasure doesn't matter either. We                         build our temples for tomorrow, strong as we know how, and we stand on top of the mountain, free                                 within ourselves. (Langston Hughes)

2. In what ways was Harlem an inspiration to black writers of the 1920s? 

3. What was Harlem like in the 1920s?

4. What did Hughes and other writers hope to show the world? What did Hughes feel was the duty of younger black writers? 

5. What did the Harlem Renaissance writers accomplish? 

6. What visual impressions of Harlem did you get from the film? 
Left side: On the left side of your notebook, write four more lines of Langston HughesHHHd  poem, “Dream Deferred” OR write a brief explanation of its meaning, including your personal response. 

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.
Or does it explode

Right side: Read the following poems and answer the questions in IAN on the RIGHT side.
“America” by Claude McKay (p. 744)

1. In lines 1-3, what treatment does the poem’s speaker say he receives from America?

2. What qualities of American cause the speaker to love the country anyway?

3. America is personified as both cruel and powerful.  What images suggest America’s cruelty and injustice? What images suggest its power?

4. What does the speaker sees sinking into the sand?

5. What does the speaker see happening to America as he gazes into “the days ahead”? What messages about America’s future do you hear today in various sources (think movies, TV, news, magazines, and other media)?


“I, Too” by Langston Hughes (p. 733)

1. Read Walt Whitman’s poem “I Hear America Singing” (pg. 352). What does the                              title “I, Too” suggest about the people who are excluded?

2. What metaphor does he use to describe his feeling and hopes?

3. What is Hughes/s message in this poem?

 “The Weary Blues” by Langston Hughes (p. 761)
1. How would you describe the rhythm of this poem?

2. What techniques (poetry terms) does Hughes use to create this rhythm?

3. How does the message of the blue’s singer’s first verse contrast with that of his second?

4. What are some of the words that help create a slow, weary, melancholy mood? 
5. How would you describe the emotional effect of the image in line 32?


 “Tableau” by Countee Cullen (p. 747)
1. What do the first two lines describe?

2. What metaphors describe the two boys in the first stanza?

3. What point is being made in the description of the onlookers?

4. In the third stanza, who or what is “lightning brilliant as a sword”?

5. What larger topic do you think the poem is really about?


“Incident” by Countee Cullen (p. 748) 
1. What is your reaction to this poem?

2. In what ways is a child’s prejudice even more disturbing than an adult’s?

3. What ironic overtones does the title have?
4. How does the last stanza indirectly make clear the impact the event had on the speaker?
5. What is the poem’s message?

LEFT SIDE: Complete ONE of the following activities:
a. Using a Venn diagram, compare two of the above poems by the Harlem poets (McKay, Hughes, and Cullen). Consider the form, subject, point of view, and tone of each poem. 

b. Rap music is the most popular protest music of the African American community today. In a 6-8 sentence paragraph, comment on the differences and similarities between rap and “The Weary Blues” (p. 761). 

c. Cullen’s poems were written during a period in American history when the races were largely segregated. Research one of the following key words from the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s (ex: Montgomery bus boycott, “I have a dream” speech, Civil Rights Act of 1964, registration of African American voters). Then, either close read and glue in the article, OR write a one-paragraph (6-8 sentences) summary of your findings. 

The Moderns Review Guide
Modernism questions (p. 524-36 in literature book):
1. What was the mood in America prior to World War I?

2. What were the ideas expressed in “The American Dream”?

3. What were the ideas of Marxism?

4. What were the ideas of Sigmund Freud?

5. What is Stream of Consciousness?

6. Who was the “most influential” of the post World War I writers? (Hint: Initials are E.H.)
7. What were the themes of Modernism?

8. What were the signs of “The Jazz Age”?

9. What is an expatriate?

10. What do the Moderns use to suggest theme?

“Walter Mitty” on (p. 623-28 in literature book):

11. What were the main events in “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”? Also, know what occurred in each fantasy…like when he was a defense attorney…hint, hint. 

Frost in packet:

12. What happens in “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”?
13. What is the theme of “The Road Not Taken”?

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair:

14. Reason for writing novel vs what happened.

15. What things did Jurgis learn in the union?

16. What operations did Mike Scully have control over?

17. How did “Bubbly Creek” receive its name?

18. What did the packers do with the tubercular beef? 
19. What were some of the afflictions suffered by the workers?

Moderns Poetry: 

20. Review the poems and study your notes. (15 questions)

“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner (p. 715-722):

21. What is the major conflict between Emily and her father?

22. What is the point of view?

23. What is foreshadowed when Emily’s father dies?

24. Know the basic plot.

Know the main ideas in the poems and stories for quote identification, including “A Neighbor of Mine.” 

Harlem Renaissance:

25. Why does the musician in “The Weary Blues” feel tired?

26. What do the rhythms in “The Weary Blues” replicate?

27. Know the events that took place in “Tableau” and “Incident.”



Left side: After reading the poems “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening” and “The Road Not Taken” choose one to illustrate based on the imagery used in the poem. Use lots of color and detail in your illustration.
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